TORONTO, ON--March 14, 2008 

Black Women's Film Festival Brings Sex, Violence, History and Identity to the Forefront
 
MPENZI: Black Women's International Film and Video Festival TM
 
Queering Film: A Celebration of Award-winning Films for, with and by Black Women
 

On Friday March 28th, 2008 inside the Medical Sciences Building Auditorium, University of Toronto (1 King's College Circle), MPENZI will showcase 5 award-winning national and internationally renowned films by Queer Black women as part of the 4th Annual Black Women's International Film & Video Festival.


The Rape For Who I Am Director, Lovinsa Kavuma
 
 It is said every 29 seconds a woman is raped in South Africa.  Rape For Who I Am directed by Lovinsa Kavuma gives viewers insight into the lives of South Africa's black lesbians, raped because of their sexuality. “In making this film I expected to discover victims instead what I found were women who had had enough of being brutalized. These women were survivors “,says Kavuma. With courage and a remarkable resilience, the disturbing details of hate crimes, intended to teach lesbians to "act like women" exposes them to sexually transmitted diseases, often ignored by authorities. 

 
This award winning film is an unapologetic portrayal of African Women: shattering preconceptions of homosexuality in Africa. Rape For Who I am was screened at the Sundance Film Festival 2006 as part of the shorts documentary section and received the Audience Award for Best Short Film at the Commonwealth Film Festival. Lovinsa has also developed stories for BBC News and is currently writing a feature film. 




Tickets are $10.00 in advance and $12.00 at the door. The festival is wheelchair accessible.
 
MPENZI Sponsors:
Proud 103.9 FM; Xtra!; NOW Magazine; Women & Gender Studies Institute, University of Toronto; Lesbian & Gay Community Appeal Foundation; Building Equitable Environments; 911 Maxim Studios; Jill Andrew Media; Trinity Square Video; Conxity.com; Inside Out: Toronto Lesbian and Gay Film and Video Festival; National Film Board of Canada; Toronto Rape Crisis Centre / Multicultural Women Against Rape; Kristyn Wong-Tam, Coldwell Banker Terrequity Realty, Brokerage; Black Coalition for AIDS Prevention; and Patron, Arleen Huggins BA LLB, Koskie Minsky LLP.
 
Film stills and complete filmmaker bios available at www.mpenzi.ca.
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