TORONTO, ON--March 14, 2008 

Black Women's Film Festival Brings Sex, Violence, History and Identity to the Forefront
 
MPENZI: Black Women's International Film and Video Festival TM
 
Queering Film: A Celebration of Award-winning Films for, with and by Black Women
 

On Friday March 28th, 2008 inside the Medical Sciences Building Auditorium, University of Toronto (1 King's College Circle), MPENZI will showcase 5 award-winning national and internationally renowned films by Queer Black women as part of the 4th Annual Black Women's International Film & Video Festival.

Mpenzi sits at the table with American Director Dee Rees
 
Pariah, written and directed by 2007 Sundance Screenwriting Fellow, 2008 Rockefeller Grant Nominee Dee Rees, Pariah explores the world of a Bronx lesbian teenager juggling multiple identities to avoid rejection from friends and family. "It's kind of a personal story for me, I didn't figure out my own sexuality until late in life. When I moved to New York, I was surprised to see all these out-and-proud teenage girls," says Rees. "When I was 17 I didn't even know who I was and if I did know, there was no way I'd be out or have the courage to be myself. Pariah is that person a chameleon who puts on different masks."

 Award-winning Writer/Director Dess Rees  is a recent alumna of New York University’s graduate film . She has written and directed several short films, all of which have screened at festivals, including her film Orange Bowl which screened at the 2006 Tribeca Film Festival and on BET Jazz. Her most recent film, Pariah won NYU’s highest honour—the 1st Prize King Award for Excellence in Filmmaking and earned her the Future Filmmaker award at the 2007 Palm Springs International Festival of short films.  Rees is the 2007 winner of the Iris the  Iris Prize - thought to be the largest ever award for a gay and lesbian short film. Pariah the feature film is set to begin shooting in the upcoming year.



Tickets are $10.00 in advance and $12.00 at the door. The festival is wheelchair accessible.
 
MPENZI Sponsors:
Proud 103.9 FM; Xtra!; NOW Magazine; Women & Gender Studies Institute, University of Toronto; Lesbian & Gay Community Appeal Foundation; Building Equitable Environments; 911 Maxim Studios; Jill Andrew Media; Trinity Square Video; Conxity.com; Inside Out: Toronto Lesbian and Gay Film and Video Festival; National Film Board of Canada; Toronto Rape Crisis Centre / Multicultural Women Against Rape; Kristyn Wong-Tam, Coldwell Banker Terrequity Realty, Brokerage; Black Coalition for AIDS Prevention; and Patron, Arleen Huggins BA LLB, Koskie Minsky LLP.
 
Film stills and complete filmmaker bios available at www.mpenzi.ca.
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