TORONTO, ON--March 14, 2008 
Black Women's Film Festival Brings Sex, Violence, History and Identity to the Forefront
 
MPENZI: Black Women's International Film and Video Festival TM
 
Queering Film: A Celebration of Award-winning Films for, with and by Black Women
 

On Friday March 28th, 2008 inside the Medical Sciences Building Auditorium, University of Toronto (1 King's College Circle), MPENZI will showcase 5 award-winning national and internationally renowned films by Queer Black women as part of the 4th Annual Black Women's International Film & Video Festival.



Before Nine Director and Canadian Filmmaker Hana Abdul

Hana Abdul's Before Nine brings together three stories: two young girls' attempt to cope with the psychological trauma of racialized homophobia; a mother's search for a new job; and a grandmother's attempt to overcome the loss of her home and business. Subtle and quiet, Before Nine, is ultimately a glimpse into small degrees of separation overlaps and intersections of both social identities and the social structures that shape peoples lives. 
The Social realities of the inequities in the world are the backbone of Hana’s creativity. Her drive towards the visual medium is embedded in the desire to deliver powerful stories. Hana challenges viewers to see if they can guess the alternative ending to her film.  Her short films have screened in festivals across the country as well as in the US, UK, Spain and South Africa. Hana's film Indiscretions , won the Best Female Director Award at Inside Out in 2003. Hana is currently working on her second television documentary 

Tickets are $10.00 in advance and $12.00 at the door. The festival is wheelchair accessible.
 
MPENZI Sponsors:
Proud 103.9 FM; Xtra!; NOW Magazine; Women & Gender Studies Institute, University of Toronto; Lesbian & Gay Community Appeal Foundation; Building Equitable Environments; 911 Maxim Studios; Jill Andrew Media; Trinity Square Video; Conxity.com; Inside Out: Toronto Lesbian and Gay Film and Video Festival; National Film Board of Canada; Toronto Rape Crisis Centre / Multicultural Women Against Rape; Kristyn Wong-Tam, Coldwell Banker Terrequity Realty, Brokerage; Black Coalition for AIDS Prevention; and Patron, Arleen Huggins BA LLB, Koskie Minsky LLP.
 

Film stills and complete filmmaker bios available at www.mpenzi.ca.
 
For media accreditation and interviews contact:

JAM PRoductions
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info@jillandrewmedia.com
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416.540.6659
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