TORONTO, ON--March 14, 2008 

Black Women's Film Festival Brings Sex, Violence, History and Identity to the Forefront
 
MPENZI: Black Women's International Film and Video Festival TM
 
Queering Film: A Celebration of Award-winning Films for, with and by Black Women
 


On Friday March 28th, 2008 inside the Medical Sciences Building Auditorium, University of Toronto (1 King's College Circle), MPENZI will showcase 5 award-winning national and internationally renowned films by Queer Black women as part of the 4th Annual Black Women's International Film & Video Festival.


Director Michele Clarke- Clean Shaven
In Black Men and Me directed by Michele Clarke, a woman explores her position as a Trinidadian dyke and her complex relationship with black men. Shot in a barbershop, a traditional gathering  place for black men, she has her head shaved while she reflects on her black masculinity. Michèle Pearson Clarke is a filmmaker and health educator who has lived in Canada for fifteen years and still misses her other home, Trinidad and Tobago 

 Named one of Toronto's 10 Best filmmakers of the year by Cameron Bailey in NOW Magazine and most recently , Michele  won the Best Canadian Female Short Award at the 2007 Inside Out Toronto Lesbian and Gay Film and Video Festival .She also writes film reviews for Xtra, Toronto's Gay and Lesbian newspaper and her writing has been published in Bent on Writing: An Anthology of Queer Tales Michèle is currently in development on her third project which is about her apparent resemblance to celebrity golfer, Tiger Woods.
  
Tickets are $10.00 in advance and $12.00 at the door. The festival is wheelchair accessible.
 
MPENZI Sponsors:
Proud 103.9 FM; Xtra!; NOW Magazine; Women & Gender Studies Institute, University of Toronto; Lesbian & Gay Community Appeal Foundation; Building Equitable Environments; 911 Maxim Studios; Jill Andrew Media; Trinity Square Video; Conxity.com; Inside Out: Toronto Lesbian and Gay Film and Video Festival; National Film Board of Canada; Toronto Rape Crisis Centre / Multicultural Women Against Rape; Kristyn Wong-Tam, Coldwell Banker Terrequity Realty, Brokerage; Black Coalition for AIDS Prevention; and Patron, Arleen Huggins BA LLB, Koskie Minsky LLP.
 
Film stills and complete filmmaker bios available at www.mpenzi.ca.
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